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eater e my own. head, or by my own Ability, to i 
in it. my Heart is inlarged towards.you upon theſe 
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rations : 1. That ye do aſſert one of the Great and Chief Prin- 
-Ciplesof the Cillian — x7} 35 have obſerved to he very 
« unworthily and ly by too many, Who have 
gotten into Cor elk) e a ad e: 
without Check or and ſo unworthily 7 moſt, 
Er ere Repoch, — hon nne t. 
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that I have not known it g y aſlerted by above two or three 
in the Pulpit, — gs n indeed) though it be plainly 
a Doctrine molt authentickly and ſolemnly pro and declared 
in the Church of England, 2. That ye do bear a good Teſtimony 
againſt other Abuſes connived at; or tolerated amongſt us, 3. 1 
am moved with Pity towards you, that you ſhould have ſo great 
Cauſes of Offence or Scandal. given you, againſt the Holy and Eſta- 
| bliſhed Inſtitutions and Ordinances of Chriſt, for the Miniſterial 
Office; for the Admiſſion of Proſelytes; and for the great Solem- 
nity of the Chriſtian Worſhip, which hath been fo long abuſe 
with Controverſies, that I know very few Perſons now amon 
us, who do rightly and compleatly underſtand it; and even againſt 
the Perſon, Satisfaction, and Merits of Chriſt himſelf, But when [ 
conſider your Notions and Sentiments concerning theſe things, 
though I am well ſatisfied that you are under the Conduct and 
Energy of ſome Spiritual Power; yet, What that Spirit u f — 


Whether One or Divers # | zment, doth deſerve very g 

Conſideration. Ve I „ Spirit it was, which God ſent be- 
tween Abimilech au er, judg. 9. 23. and what that 
was, that was ſent fi 1 to Sau, 1 Sam. 6. 14. and what 


that was, that was commiltioned by God in the caſe of Abab, 1 King. 
22. 22, 23. and what that was, in the midſt of the Princes of 
Noph, Iſa. 19, 14. which was from the. Lord too. And that ſuch 
a Spirit hath been among ſome call d Q ers, is manifeſt both by 
their Actions, and Writings; Fa — very Spirit of the 
Devil, and of Antichriſt, is apparent undeniable, from. the 
Indipnities offered, both in word and deed, to Holy things. But 
that is not the thing now to be conſidered, what Spirits may have 
among them. For even among the Apoſtles, Satan had 
power to enter into Jad; and it is not improbable but thoſe, 
whom our Saviour told, Te know not what Spirit ye are f; and even 
Peter himſelf, when our Saviour ſaid to him, Get thee. behind me 
Satan, might not at the time be free from ſome Impreſſions of Evil 
s hat, tis likely, was -a Peculiarity of our Saviours, for 
the Prince of this World to have nothing in him. But the thing 
to be conſidered, is, What Spirit that is which at firft excited, and 
bath now the Conduit of the whole Body of this People 7 And, not, whe- 
ther -it be ſent, or-commiſſioned God? but, Whether it be 
fe ſtring Spirits ſent forth td miniſter for them, who 
ſhall be Heirs of Salvation? or, One of choſe Seducing Spirits, to 
whom, in the latter times, that ſome would give heed, in the 
times of the Apoſtles, - expreſvly ſaid by the Spirit of God? And 
ereat 


2 ; | 
great Reaſon there is to take this into very Conſideration : 
1. e of the many and weighty Caurian- gen by oor ion 
and his Apoſt les, and left upon record in the Sacred Scriptures, fo 
 — NS to 80 
out after them; with Admonitions concerning their Subtilty, their 
Energy or Power, and their ſtrong Deluſions to deceive, if it were 
poſlible, the very Elect ; and that even Satan himſelf is transformed 
into an Angel of Light, that is, puts on the Appearance of an 
Angel of * 32 11. 14.) and, 122 
Ar or Reg Jo. 4- 1.) 2. Becauſe, if the Tryal be by A 

ent or Diſagreement with the Doctrine, Inſtitutions, and 
nances 2 and his Apoſtles authorized by him, they may 
ſeem to have apoſtatized and gane off, or, at leaſt, fallen ſhort of 
them in matters of great moment, and ſpecial concern, thoſe be- 
fore-mentioned ; and therefore to be Seduced by ſome Spirit of 
Error For doubt not but 1 fe Devil himſelf hath! that Malice and 
Envy againft the Man _ _ whom he hath been Con- 
Vie 9 Id bark wink he - Thur Holy 

ory, that could he but keep e engaging in y 
Covenant with Him by Baptiſm, and from the Solemaity of that 


Memorial, he would be willing himſelf to lead them into all other 
Truth, upon that condition, rather than fail. Vet, notwjthſtand- 
ing, ſince they are a Sober People, have received, retail and do 


act upon one of the chief of Chriſtianity, and hade divers 
commendable things in them; and what Errors they have fallen 
into, haye been occaſioned by the Scandals and Offences given by 
thoſe of the Church, who will have a ſad account to anſwer for it: 
do hope, in the Mercy an 3 that if it be a good 
Spirit which hath the Co of them, It lead and diſpoſe 
thoſe who are Sincere amongſt them, ro — acknowledgement of 
the Truth in thoſe things whereto they have not yet attained ; and 
if it be otherwiſe, he ſhall be forced to reſign the Conduct of them 
to a more powerful and better Guide; that we ſhall ſee ſuch 
a Society of Compleat Chriſtians come ont of this deſpiſed People, 
as are at this time hardly to be found in any part of the World, 
as I know of. Theſe are my T hougors, and Hopes concerning this 
People in general at preſent. 1 ſay, grounded upon 
the Mercy of God, and Power of which no > Good 
would oppoſe; nor no Evil Power can ſtand before. And in His 
Name I come unto you, knowing aſluredly that neither I, nor any 
Humane Ability, is able to Ky a the Power that is 
you, notwithſtanding the Truths t have mentioned 2 
K a 
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and ſhall endeavour, by the Grace and Aſſiſtance of God Almighty, 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, more fully to explain 
unto you in due time: But, as I faid, if it be a good Power, it will 
favour me, and aſſiſt me in it, and rejoyce in it too: and if it be an 
evil Power commiſſioned, it muſt ceaſe, and ſubmit to that Victo- 
rious and All-conquering Name: Its Enchantments muſt be diſ- 
ſolved, and its Sophiſtry and Fallacies detected. 1 therefore, as an 
Ambaſſador of Chriſt, in the Spirit and Meekneſs of Chriſt, beſeech 
you, Be ye reconciled to the T ruths of God, and receive them with 
that Reverence and Gratitude that is meet, without Cavelling, % 
regard to any Temporal concern. I do not invite you to retu 
to the Abuſes and Corruptions which you have forſaken, but to 
thoſe Truths, and to the due uſe of thoſe Holy things, againſt 
which you have been Scandalized by thoſe Abuſes and Corruptions. 
Nor do I invite you to diſſolve your Society, or to leave off your 
Meetings, and drown your ſelves in a promiſcuous Multitude. No, 
you have in part born a good Teſtimony, and I would have you do 
ſo ſtil] : But I invite you only to make your Teſtimony more Com- 
pleat, Illuſtrious and Irrefragable, by bearing your Teſtimony to 
the whole Truth; and not any; longer a Teſtimony, like the Feet 
of Daniel's Image, partly ſtrong, and partly weak, by a mixture of 
Truth with F z for that cannot ſtand long together ; but to 
ſtrengthen the things that remain, and ſet in order the things that 
are wanting, that ye may ſtand; for otherwiſe ye will be certainly 
Broken to Pieces. I invite you but to what 1am doing my ſelf with 
a ſmall Company of Poor People, that is, bearing a Teſtimony for 
God, and manifeſtly under his Conduct: But it is neglected by 
to whom it hath been offered fox a ſufficient Time, and in a 
ſufficient Manner, conſidering their ing, and pretence to 
Knowledge: And no it is offered to you; a deſpiſed People, that 
God may humble the Proud and High-minded, and confound the 
Wiſdom of the Wiſe, by mean and defpicable things in the ſight of 
Men. Be Wiſe, and negle& not the ity, and you, who 
were laſt in the Worlds account, ſhall be firſt, Whatever yon do, 
you will find there is ſolid Truth in the — = and I wiſn you 
may receive it to the Honour and Glory of God, and your own 
Comfort and Salvation; and you will then find me to have been 


Tour Sincere and Cordial Friend,” 
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The Twenty Queſtions. © 


W HET H ER there be not a great Party of fallen Angels 


and wicked Spirits, which are Enemies to Mankind, and 
« with all the Power, Activity and Subtilty they can, 
do continually endeavour to hinder their Salvation, aud Commu- 
nion and Union with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ? 
II. Whether the Word, which in the beginning was with God, 
$a was God, was not made Fleſh, and dwelt amongſt Men, being, 
of the Virgin Mary, and called Jeu, which oy a Saviour, 
and Chriſt, the Meſſiab, the ahointed of God, and Jeſus Chrift of 
Nas areth? | 
III. Whether bis Appearance in Mortal Fleſh was. not to dir 
the Works of the Devil, the Prince of the Party of fallen Angels 
wicked Spirits; to be a Prince and a Saviour to Mankind, and the 
Captain of their Salvation to all who receive him, and ſubject them- 
felves intirely to his Teachings, by his Example, and by his Do- 
ctrine, and Precepts, and Orders recorded in the Holy Scriptures, 
and by the Motions: of his Holy Spirit upon and, in their Hearts 
and Minds ? | 

IV. Whether he be not the -Only M{Aerour between God and 
Man ; ſo that Man can have no Communion with the Holy God 
or Participation of the Spirit of Holineſs, but by and through Him ? 

V. Whether that Party. of fallen Angels and wicked Spirits, know- 
ing this, do not above all things exdeavoxr, by all means, to with= 
hold People from cloſing amd uniting with that Holy Mediatour, and to 
withdraw as many as they can as much as they can from Him? 

VI. Whether their mo#t dangerous and ſultile pa. in this Op- 
poſition. be —— ipally, by Way of Deceit, undex the Appearance 
and Pretence to Man, and of Spirits? 

VII. Whether it hath eee in the latter times 

eſpecially, there ſhould be many falſe Teachers, who, with ſuch ſpe- 

cious Pretences and ſecret Energy, ſhould endeavour to draw away 

— from the Faith, as to deceive, if it was poſſible, the very 

and 3 given to beware of them, by Chriſt, and by 

his A 


VIII. Whether the Spirit of God and the Spirit of Chriſt be not the 


fame, and a:Holy and Pure Spirit, a Spirit of Truth and Righ- 
teouſneſs, leading into all neceſſary Truth, and from all Fraud, 
Deceit, and Fallacy, Cavils, and ſhuffling Evaſions? 
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IX. Whether it be not reaſonable that Chrift Jeſus, who had 
done ſo much for Man, ſhould preſeribe what Manner-he pleaſed for 
his Peoples engaging with Him; and for their recognixing Him, 
and making their Solemn Addreſs to the Father by Him; and what 
— — he pleaſed, and would have obſerved and continued in his 

urch! 

X. Whether to oppoſe ſuch Appointments, Preſcriptions or Or- 
ders, or to cavil at lm, ſeek Evaſions or Pretences to neglect them, 
and yet pretend to be Chriſtians, be not a great Evidence of In- 
ſincerity, and of a ſubtile Antichriſtian Spirit of Satan ene 
into an Angel of Light? 

XI. Whether Jeſus Chriſt, beſides his General Command to his 
Apoſtles after his Reſurrection, to go to the Genriles, and teach all 
Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Som, and 
Z the Holy GhoFt, &c. did not for forty dy ſhew himſelf to them, 
ſpeaking of the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God, until the day 
in which he was taken up, after that he, through the Holy Ghoſt, 
had given Commandments unto them, and in or with thoſe Com- 
mandments give them ſufficient Inſtruttions and Directions for the 
Conſtit᷑uting his Church, which he purchaſed with his Blood ? 

XII. Whether the Apoſtles did not in all things faithfully purſub 
his Commands and Directions? 

XIII. Whether beſides his ſs Commands and Directions, 
they did not alſo receive the Holy Spirit, according to his Promiſe in 
an extraordinary manner, and had the ſame reſiding in tbem, and 
meniſeſing his Preſence with them, by extraordinary tions, to 
guide and aſſiſt them in their Work? | 

XIV. Whether they having received the Command to make 
Diſciples in all Nations, (whether Jewsor Gentiles) baptizing them, 
as aforeſaid, and reaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever he 
commanded t did not in all places Preach the Goſpel, exhort 
the People to believe and be baprized, and baptrzed with Water 
thoſe who did believe, though baptized befoxg with John's Bapriſm, 
and though they had received the Holy Spifit, whether Jews or 
Gemiles ? 3 

XV. Whether the Apoſtles, and the People converted by them, 
after they had received the Holy Ghoſt, did. when they came 
together in one, or aſſembled for the Solema Worſhip of break 
BAad, and ear the Lord's $ and do as their Lord did, and com- 


manded them to do; and that ſo conſtantly, that there is not 
known any Aſſembly of Chriſtians in the time of the Apoſtles, nor 
in many. Ages after, do have been held for the Solemn Worſhip of 
God without it? 


XVI. Whe- 


ws 

XVI. Aer Apoſtles did — Loy Elders, and appoint 
others, by ſpecial Appointment, to do e in every City; b 
ſuch Nocorey, ch none did "preſume to take the Office of Elder 
unto himſelf, but who was ſo ordained; or the Office of Ordaining 
Elders, but who was ſo appointed; either in the times of the Apo- 
ſtles, or afterward, but who have been Infamous ever ſince ? 

XVII. Whether ſeeing that our Saviour himſelf, though he needed 
not, would notwi ing be baptized with Water, to fulfill all 
Ri neſs, and thereupon had ſenſible A ion from Hea- 
Fen, did alſo by his Apoſtles baptize with Water; and that it is 
plain by their Practice, that his Apoſtles, and the whole Church 
of Chriſt, did underſtand his Command to baptize all Nations, of 
Baptizm by Water, and as neceſſary for Forgiveneſs of Sins; and 
that Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt was jar to himſelf: whe- 
ther, I jay, this being ſo, it be not a forced and ſtrained Interpre- 
tation, without any ſound ground, and contrary to the moſt authen- 
tick means of I words, to reſtrain that Command to 

iſm by the Holy Ghoſt only ? ; 
VIII. Whether, if ſuch Conſtruction be by any Spirit more 
hoe Humane, it be not the Spirit of Antichriſt, or Satan trans- 
ormed, to with-hold Men'under his own Dominion, from Solemnly 
ingaging with Chriſt, and from Forgiveneſs of their Sins in his 
Name? or, If it be only by Opinion of Men, ſuch Opinion ob- 
ſtinately perſiſted in, be not a Damnable Sin, contrary to ſubjection 
of all Imaginations to the Obedience of Chriſt, and ſubverting of 
Souls, and ſuch Teachers to be abominated and anathamatized by 
all ſincere Chriſtians, as Seducers, and the Miniſters and Inſtruments 
of Satan, though they appear in Sheeps cloathing ? 
XIX. Whet it having been the conſtant Belief of all Na- 
tions, (whether Jews or Gentiles) that they had a real, though Spi- 
ritual, Communion with the Gods * worſhipped, in their Par- 
ticipation of their ee if "intimates, 1 Gor. 10. and 
may be proved by good A 855 and Chriſtians duly diſpoſed, 
having a like Communion with Chriſt in the participation of the 
Conſecrated Bread and Cup, as St. Paal affirms; and the Solemn 
Worſhipping of God, by preſenting our Prayers to the Father, 
with thoſe Memorials of our Saviour's Paſſion, being plainly a 
Recognition of our Redemption by Chriſt, and of his Dominion 
over us, acquired by his Paſſion, and that that is the only Propt- 
tiation, and He the only Mediator, by which, and by whom, we 
Mortals born in Sin can have Acceſs to, and — gr, with the 
Father; and St. Paul having received the E of what he 


taught 


£ | Privied far ef for the Uſe 
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